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SRH 2024 HOLIDAY PARTY
GOLDEN VILLAGE PALMS CAMPOUT
December 2 - 5, 2024
By Maureen Bush
It was time again to load up the RV and head to Hemet 
for our 2024 Year-End Christmas Gathering. There 
were 17 people in attendance, occupying 8 RVs and 2 
cottages.
Members in RV sites included David & Kathryn Bassett, Ray & Maureen Bush, Pam & Bill 
Elliott, Tom & Carol Gleaton, Andy & Charity Gippetti, Margie Hoffman, Bill Penn, and Dan & 
Adrienne Sherwood. Jim & Linda Preston plus Roger Kepner enjoyed their comfy individual 
cottages. Sunday arrivals gathered in our activity room for a brief visit and enjoyed Kathryn's 
prepared appetizer. Some of the early arrivals took advantage of creating dinner plans to 
catch up with relatives, while others joined at Los Vaquero's Mexican Grill or in David's case, 
he chose to check out his luck at the nearby Soboba Casino.
Everyone was free to choose how to spend Monday as long as they were back for Happy 
Hour at the resort which provided wine tasting. The resort kept sending out text messages to 
us; Monday morning- coffee and donuts in the lobby, Wednesday- there were cookies and 
hot chocolate (of course, we couldn't resist as the goodies were next to our room).  We 
decorated, played Rummikub and setup a 1000-piece puzzle waiting for Roger's arrival. 
Andy & Charity completed their hike at Simpson Park, which was more difficult than 
expected. The last two RV'ers arrived just in time to get settled and enjoy some food and 
wine before we settled down to have Andy set up Paul's year-end video "SRH 2024 
Campouts", which we played multiple times throughout the week.
Andy woke us up Tuesday with morning announcements while Bill Elliott and Ray were out 
warming up their grills preparing for breakfast. Everyone brought items to share. After a 
relaxing breakfast, there was a brief board meeting followed by a club meeting and group 
photo. We took a short break then returned for Andy to give his Tech Talk on "AI 2025, the 
Good, the Bad, the Ugly".  Andy showed how writing a few sentences could generate a 
photo. Everyone was intrigued by Andy's new personal drone with minimal setup time that 
followed him around the room! Some traveled to the Moreno Valley Mall to get some 
Christmas gifts from Victoria Secrets. Meanwhile, there was some serious puzzle and 
Rummikub strategies happening in our activity room.
Later in the day, we joined together for heavy appetizers and your drink of choice while we 
prepared for our gift exchange. Everyone interested in exchanging gifts were given one 
ticket. Margie and Maureen kept the exchange moving so we could get out to the campfire 
before it got too late. Ironically, they decided to let Pam select the next ticket and guess 
whose ticket it was"" You guessed it, Pam drew her own ticket. After enjoying the heckling, 
Pam quickly selected the quilt made by Carol Kepner (now she has two to help her reminisce 
about the times she shared with Carol). Thanks to all that participated in the exchange until 
all gifts were gone. Everyone was encouraged to donate to their favorite charities especially 
at this time of the year!

Continued on next page
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Wednesday was our dress up evening, individual photos by the Christmas tree and a catered 
banquet dinner followed by the Installation of 2025 Officers (thanks Linda for installing the 
2025 Board). Congratulations to our 2025 Board - Bill Elliott, President - Bill Penn, Vice-
President and Dick Miller, Treasurer. Everyone took their turn throughout the day to join Roger 
as we all wanted to complete the puzzle this year. Mission Accomplished! Afterwards, all joined 
in to clean up our room as another group had the room reserved for Thursday. 
As 3 individuals in our group prepared to depart Thursday morning a few met Margie's RV for a 
continental breakfast/campfire while others joined together for breakfast at Mia's Country 
Kitchen. Some took advantage of visiting local Hemet businesses throughout the day while 
others began preparing for a Friday departure. A small group of iPhone 16 pro users captured 
Andy for a tech talk before our final group dinner gathering at the local Steer n' Stein.
Radios contacts at 8 pm were used to keep in touch with other 75-meter SRH members that 
couldn't make the campout. We missed Paul and Sue Craft at this campout but they had to 
cancel due to medical reasons. Thanks to all of you that accepted additional responsibilities to 
make this campout a success! Hope to see many of you at Quartzfest 2025.



	

Rincon	Country	West	RV	Resort,	Tucson,	AZ,	April	15	-	18,	2024	

	By	Paul	&	Sue	Craft	(N6EAB	&	N6EAA)	 



The	Sam’s	Radio	Hams	held	another	fun	campout	at	a	new	and	exciting	location	-	Tucson,	
Arizona.	This	campout	was	recommended	by	SRH	member	Rick	Rogers,	who	proposed	this	
campout	over	a	year	ago	(yes,	we	can	plan	that	far	in	advance)"	This	campout	was	hosted	by	Paul	
&	Sue	Craft,	and	Rick	&	Austa	Rogers.	We	stayed	at	the	Rincon	Country	West	(RCW)	RV	Resort,	
which	is	located	in	southern	Tucson,	right	off	Interstate	19	(easy	access	to	everything").	This	
resort	offers	a	significant	discount	to	Passport	America	members.	Due	to	our	close	proximity	to	
the	Arizona	Air	National	Guard,	operating	at	the	Tucson	International	Airport,	every	evening	
brought	our	own	private	air	show"	Numerous	F-16s	and	other	types	of	aircraft	roared	right	
overhead,	one	right	after	the	other.	With	each	overflight,	Paul	would	say	“that’s	annoying"”,	while	
Rick	would	say	“that’s	the	sound	of	freedom"”	 

The	attendees	for	this	campout	were:	Paul	&	Sue	Craft,	Rick	&	Austa	Rogers,	Margie	Hoffman,	Dan	
&	Adrienne	Sherwood,	Kathryn	&	David	Bassett,	Bill	&	Pam	Elliott,	Andy	&	Charity	Gippetti,	Bill	
Penn,	Jim	&	Linda	Preston,	and	Dusty	Oess.	The	attendee’s	accommodations	were	varied:	8	rigs,	1	
park	cabin,	and	1	motel	room.	 

We	were	also	visited	by	several	members	of	the	local	RCW	Amateur	Radio	Club.	The	RCW	
Amateur	Radio	Club	is	located	within	the	RV	resort.	Their	president,	Jim	(AE7W),	graciously	gave	
the	SRHams	a	tour	of	their	club’s	ham	radio	shack,	which	is	a	dedicated	room	located	in	the	
resort’s	activity	center.	While	small,	their	shack	includes	HF/VHF/UHF	capabilities,	repeater,	and	
a	modest	antenna	farm	(directly	above	the	shack	on	the	roof).	They	hold	weekly	meetings	and	
nets.	You	can	check	out	the	RCW	Amateur	Radio	Club	on	Facebook.	 

Our	campout	had	5	rigs	with	HF	capabilities,	and	most	participated	on	the	SRH	nightly	net	(which	
is	held	M-F,	at	8PM,	on	3,918.5	KHz).	Radio	reception	was	a	challenge,	so	some	of	us	used	the	
internet-based	Software	Defined	Radio	(SDR)	receivers	(checkout	http://websdr.org/)	as	an	aid	
to	pull	in	those	weak	signals.	 

As	usual,	the	SRHams	ate	and	drank	well	during	their	happy	hours	and	pot-lucks"	 

Paul,	Sue,	Austa,	Dusty,	Andy,	Charity,	Bill	Elliott,	and	Bill	Penn	visited	the	Sabino	Canyon	
Recreation	Area	in	the	Coronado	National	Forest.	The	recreation	area	operates	a	tram	that	takes	
visitors	up	and	down	the	canyon	for	a	fee.	The	tram	crosses	the	Sabino	Creek	many	times	over	
rock	bridges	(built	by	the	Civilian	Conservation	Corps),	and	provides	earbud-audio	interpretive-
narration	along	the	way.	While	most	of	us	hopped	off	the	tram	at	the	top	of	the	canyon,	Bill	Penn	
chose	to	ride	the	tram	back	down,	taking	in	more	information	on	the	earbud	narration.	What’s	
nice	is	that	hikers	can	hop	back	on	the	tram	at	designated	stops	(which	Dusty	took	advantage	of	
halfway	down).	In	addition	to	getting	in	some	good	exercise,	in	this	unique	Arizona	desert	canyon	
we	saw	lots	of	Saguaro	cactus,	a	running	stream,	lizards,	and	lots	of	wildflowers"	 

On	another	day,	everyone	went	to	the	nearby	Pima	Air	&	Space	Museum.	This	museum	is	very	
large	and	impressive"	It	has	on	display	nearly	400	aircraft	that	are	spread	over	80	acres.	A	large	
number	of	the	museum's	aircraft	are	displayed	outside	with	the	remainder	located	in	six	display	
hangars.	There	was	a	lot	of	walking	involved	to	see	all	the	displays.	Most	of	us	took	advantage	of	
a	tram	tour,	which	drove	us	around	to	see	most	of	the	outside	aircraft.	Some	of	us	pooped	out	
early	and	did	not	see	everything.	The	Pima	Air	&	Space	is	a	must-see,	and	worth	a	repeat	visit"	
Check	them	out	at	https://pimaair.org/.	 



The	last	organized	event	of	this	campout	was	the	visit	to	the	Titan	Missile	Museum	(https://	
titanmissilemuseum.org/).	We	started	with	lunch	in	the	parking	lot,	consisting	of	grilled	hot	dogs,	
baked	beans,	fixings,	and	side	dishes"	Next,	the	SRHams	connected	to	the	missile	site’s	80	ft.	tall	
discone	antenna,	and	operated	an	ARRL	Special	Event	Station	(SES)	for	two	hours.	Operating	this	
SES	was	the	highlight	of	the	campout,	with	the	planning	beginning	last	year	when	Rick	first	
presented	the	idea	to	the	club	during	the	2023	Fountain	of	Youth	campout.	Here	are	the	stats:	 

•	SES	callsign/band/mode:	K6SRH	/	20M	(14.315	MHz)	/	SSB	•	Duration:	2	hours	
•	Number	of	contacts:	43	
•	Number	of	states:	13	 

•	Countries:	USA	&	Canada	 

•	Number	of	operators:	11	(10	SRH	members	+	1	local	ham	visitor)	 

•	Operator	diversity:	6	male,	5	female	
•	Contacts	that	were	SRH	members	operating	from	their	home:	Jim	(KT6W)	and	Ray	(WA6PBZ)	 

After	closing	down	the	SES,	the	members	quickly	packed	away	the	grill,	tables,	and	radio	
equipment	and	scurried	over	to	the	visitor	center	to	join	the	Titan	Missile	tour.	The	tour	took	us	
underground	into	the	missile	silo.	The	tour	guide	took	us	throughout	the	missile	complex	and	we	
got	to	see	a	Titan	missile	up	close.	While	in	the	launch	control	center,	Dan	(W6DAS)	was	selected	
to	be	the	missile	commander	in	a	simulated	launch	–	he	even	got	to	turn	the	launch	key"	Back	on	
top,	Rick	(K7RCR)	gave	us	a	walking	tour	of	the	outside	exhibits	(Rick	used	to	be	a	docent	at	the	
museum).	 

While	Paul	and	Sue	had	to	leave	the	campout	early,	the	remaining	group	continued	to	have	fun.	
Other	places	that	were	visited	and	things	they	did	included:	Saguaro	National	Park,	Miniature	
Museum,	dining	excursions,	Rummikub	games,	and	e-Bike	riding.	There	were	many	other	
activities	available	at	the	RV	resort,	including	pool,	spa,	exercise	classes,	farmers	market,	etc.	We	
might	need	to	go	back	to	take	more	advantage	of	what	this	resort	has	to	offer"		

      



 



 



 

 
 



 
 
 


